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PROFILES OF AFFECTED INDIVIDUALS
Helga

Helga (a pseudonym) is an educated professional from a former Soviet Union country. After she denounced government corruption in the press in her home country, she was subjected to harassment, threats and physical violence. She fled to the United States seeking protection, but upon arrival was immediately detained by the Department of Homeland Security. 
She spent more than four months in detention in a county jail. Helga did not have access to an interpreter and did not understand why she was being detained and treated like a criminal.  Her morale was rapidly sinking until a volunteer from the community made contact with Helga through a pastoral visit and was able to link her to a legal service organization. Once Helga obtained legal assistance, the government agreed to release her from detention under parole. 
After she was released, Helga was able to gather the necessary documentation to show that she had been persecuted and was able to present her case before an Immigration Judge, who granted her asylum. Today, Helga is an active community member and a spokesperson for human rights. Under proposed federal legislation, Helga would be subject to mandatory detention and would never have been eligible for parole. 

Angela Joseph

Angela Joseph has a brother, Warren, in detention and facing deportation to Trinidad.  If deported, he will be separated from his sister, mother, and four daughters.  They are all U.S. citizens.

In 1987, Angela and Warren entered the U.S. with greencards.  Within six months of arrival, Warren enlisted in the U.S. Armed Forces to escape the drugs and crime surrounding him in Brooklyn.  Warren served in the army for eight years and fought in the First Gulf War.  He received 13 Army achievement medals, one commendation medal, two good conduct medals, and two certificates commending him for “exceptional meritorious achievement.”

Warren returned from his duties a changed man.  Prior to the army, Warren did not drink, smoke, or use drugs.  But like many U.S. veterans, he returned with various physical, mental, and psychological ailments, including Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  He became an alcoholic, a heavy smoker, and a serious drug user.

To support his habit, Walter turned to crime.  In 2001, he was convicted on a gun and tobacco charge and given two years probation.  In early 2003, the government said he violated his probation and sent him to jail for six months.

In November 2003, Angela thought Warren would be released to be with his family after serving his sentence.  Instead, immigration authorities detained him further because he was not a U.S. citizen.  During his military service, Warren applied to become a naturalized citizen twice.  He paid the fees and was interviewed by ICE, yet he never received a response.

Warren has been in detention for almost two years now – far longer than his criminal sentence – and faces deportation.  Despite his proven allegiance to the U.S. and ties to a family of U.S. citizens, Walter was not allowed to ask an immigration judge for a pardon.

Carolina Fulecio-Hernandez
At age four, Carolina Fulecio-Hernandez and her mother fled the escalating civil war in Guatemala and traveled to the U.S.  They entered without papers and settled in Virginia.  After graduation from high school, Carolina married Samuel, a naturalized U.S. citizen.  A year later, they had their first child, Sammy, Jr. 

Samuel and Carolina filed an application to legalize her status.  She went to her interview on January 19, 2006 to have her application finalized.  Instead of finalizing her paperwork, Carolina was taken into ICE custody after immigration authorities learned she had been deported in absentia at age 14 and had failed to return to Guatemala.  Carolina does not remember the deportation order, since she was just a child at the time.  Surprising to many, the simple fact that Carolina was a minor at the time of her deportation order had no bearing on her case.

During her time in detention, Carolina suffered tremendously.  She was unable to see or speak to her son and grew depressed.  She had to face the harrowing realities of long-term separation from her family and the everyday struggles of being locked up.  The food made her sick and she had to deal with regular threats from her cellmate – a local Virginia prisoner.  Only after several pleas to the officer on duty was Carolina moved to a cell with another ICE detainee.

Carolina’s family also suffered during her incarceration.  Her son became confused and angry by the prolonged absence of his mother.  Her husband took a second job to pay for attorney fees, leaving him with very little time to see his son.  Prior to Carolina’s arrest, she had supplemented the family’s income through work at a local movie theater.

In April 2006, Carolina was deported to Guatemala.  Having immigrated as a young child and with most family members in the U.S., Carolina knew nothing of her early life or family back in Guatemala.  She now lives with an aunt in Guatemala City, but has to familiarize herself with her native language and anxiously awaits a reunion with her family.  It has been five months since Carolina has seen her two-year old son.

Many Uch 

At a very young age, Many Uch came to the U.S. as a refugee from the killing fields of Cambodia.  He was raised by his mother in a housing project in Seattle, Washington.  He has no memory of Cambodia.

In 1994, he committed a minor crime for which he served a full prison sentence.  Instead of releasing him at the end of his sentence, immigration officials sought to deport him to Cambodia because he was a non-citizen.  However, at the time, Cambodia refused to accept deportees, leaving Many in detention for an additional three years.  He was paroled only after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that aliens could not be detained indefinitely.

Many now has a stable job and a child who is a U.S. citizen.  However, his future is still uncertain.  Cambodia has agreed to accept deportees and Many still has a deportation order looming above him.
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